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FEBRUARY IS World Understanding MONTH
President George’s Chit Chat

********************************
If we needed confirmation of what a great programme RYLA is it was provided last week by Lauren Christie one of Strathfield’s awardees. Lauren spoke from the heart in telling the Club of how she had benefited from the week at Blue Gum Lodge. It may not be for everyone but RYLA is surely a very good Rotary initiative. Blue Gum Lodge is a long way from Lightening Ridge and the Opal Fields which is where our Guest Speaker, Dan O’Carringan, took us, figuratively speaking that is. Dan is a retired School Principal with very many years experience of opal mining. I suspect there is a great contrast in life styles there but listening to Dan made us realize how fascinating opal mining can be and how self reliance is necessary.

Attendance at last weeks meeting was quite good although there were too many non-apologies. I am sure we don’t need reminding that apologies should be in to Eric Khu by mid-day Tuesday.

The life blood of most voluntary organizations is a constant injection of new members. Rotary is no exception. It has been a while since anything happened in this regard at the Rotary Club of Strathfield. Perhaps we can all give it some thought.

Niall King has put in a mighty effort for next weeks’ fundraising Golf Day on THURSDAY. Our weekly meeting transferred to Thursday 6.30 for 7 is a partner’s night. Let’s make it a good none.

Next week we will be printing a new bulletin cover. I have a copy of what is to be printed with me tonight. Please check that the information contained therein is accurate, if you have not already done so.

Till next week, Enjoy Rotary

President George.

To-Night’s Guest Speaker
*****************************
TBA
Strathfield Golf Club

Congratulations
*****************************
Birthdays

11/02/2006
Welwyn Petersen

Anniversaries
8/02/2006
Ray & Ann McCluskie
14/02/2006
Keith & Lillian Stockall

Guests

*****************************
Margaret O’Carrigan
Lauren Christie (RYLA Awardee)
Youth Director Joe Campisi invited Lauren to address the Club about her time at RYLA. Lauren thanked the Club for inviting her to talk and for her nomination; she particularly thanked Euan Watson for his persistence in getting her to attend.
The Camp got off to a nervous start but the activities of seminars, group activities, bush dance and physical activities helped the bonding of almost 60 participants. Lauren feels that the camp has changed her life and that she can make a difference. She is very grateful for the opportunity.
Lauren’s Family accompanied her on the evening.

Last Week’s Guest Speaker
*****************************
Janelle Watson introduced Daniel O’Carrigan who spoke to the Club about “Opal Fields”. Prior to his retirement, Daniel was a country teacher with the Education Department finishing as Principal of Canterbury High School. His wife Margaret was a nurse. Apart from opal prospecting, Daniel also enjoyed horse-riding in the Victorian high country.
Daniel began fossicking at Lightening Ridge in 1964 and has seen the methods progress from the dynamite and hard ‘pick and shovel’ days to the mechanical methods of today. A test bore can now be carried out in less than a day to test the mining potential. The mining process still requires the moving of tonnes of earth that now must be dumped in a designated dumping area. The earth is moved to the surface by suckers and blowers where it is loaded into dump trucks. The dump has become an attraction for tourists and the local aborigines who ‘noodle’ through the mullock in search of opals. This has caused a problem with the dumping while the noodlers are active. A partial solution was to create an active dump for the trucks and an inactive dump for the noodlers.

All claims now must be renewed each year in person within the month the claim becomes due. There are also payments required to the landholder, the Walgett Shire Council and the Mining Warden at Lightening Ridge. Residential Claims can now be made to purchase land for dwellings. Before a claim can be registered, the claimant must undertake a Level One training course in Mining. A level 2 course is required for full-time miners.

Daniel was thanked by Paul Giammarco on behalf of the Club
Raffle Winners
*****************************
The raffle raised $213.00
1st Prize
Ray Wilson
Dry Cleaning Voucher from Strathfield Plaza 

2nd Prize
George Helou
Dinner next week
3rd Prize
George Helou
Travel Bag
Statistics
*****************************
· Present:- 

38 Members 

· Non-Apologies:-
15 Members

· LOA:-

 4 Members

· The Sergeant raised $105.85
Announcements

****************************
From President George:-

· Bulletin cover circulated for update of details prior to next printing
· Commitment sheet circulated for the Charity Golf Day Dinner on Thurs 16/02/06, a transfer meeting from the 15/02/06.
· The DG’s newsletter for January is available.

From Secretary Roger Vince:-

· Reminder from Ted Ingall that Conference Registrations are now due.
· The next Board Meeting will be on the 22nd February, after the normal meeting

From President-Elect Rod McDougall:-

· Thank you to George Helou for the provision of food for the Bowls Night BBQ at South Strathfield Bowling Club.

· Questioned any changes to the dress rules in view of some non-formal attire worn by certain Club members and former Sergeants. 

From Director Bradley Ayres:-

· Received a letter from Paul Reid (Dist. Sec Youth Exchange) with brochures on this year's Youth Exchange Program. Brochures available to members.

From Director Kevin Beltrame:-

· Many members are still receiving the RDU magazine late or not at all. Secretary Roger to notify DG Bill Little.

From Niall King:-

· Reminder of the Charity Golf Day on Thursday 16th February at Strathfield Golf Club.

· Golfer Registration forms now due.
· Non-Golfers are invited to the dinner on Thursday evening at the Golf Club, 6:30 for 7:00pm. This is a transfer meeting from Wednesday 15th February.

· Helpers will be needed between 11:00am to 1:00pm for registrations, etc.

· A commitment sheet for dinner and for helpers has circulated.

From Sergeant Allan Petersen:-

· Intended to use the word ‘resolution’ for the fine session but, as it is the “Year of the Dog”, he chose ‘dog’ as the key word.

Coming Events

*****************************
GSE Team Farewell
Monday 13th February 2006 at the Springwood Bowling Club. 6:30 for 7:00pm. $25pp. 

Charity Golf Day
16th February 2006 at Strathfield Golf Club. Organised by Niall King.
THE EVENING DINNER IS A TRANSFER MEETING FROM WEDS. 15th 
(Commitment sheet for dinner circulated)
District 9690 PETS Conference

Sunday 19th March 2006 at Meriden School.
District 9690 Conference
April 7th, 8th & 9th 2006. Panthers Convention Centre, Port Macquarie. Ted Ingall Conf Coord

District 9690 Assembly

Sunday 30th April 2006 at Meriden School.

Rotary Awareness Race Day

Saturday 6th May, 2006. Rosehill Gardens. $25 dep.  $120, $100, $70 & $25 pp packages.         Ray Reed/ Joy Gillett Phn: 9633 4888
2006 Rotary International Convention.
11th -14th June 2006. 97th Rotary International Annual Convention. MalmC6, Sweden and Copenhagen, Denmark. http://www.rotary.org/newsroom/downloadcenter/events/index.html
Next Rotary Meeting

*************************
15th February 2006
TRANSFER MEETING TO THURSDAY 
16th February 2006
Charity Golf Day Dinner. 6:30 for 7:00pm

Strathfield Golf Club

Future Club Meetings
*************************
22nd February 2006
Club Assembly + 



Job Talk – Steve Taylor

Strathfield Golf Club
(Board Meeting to Follow)
1st March 2006
Alfredo le Cava



Pure Gelato


Humour from Our Members
**********************************
Anniversary Gift
From Grahame True
A husband was in big trouble when he forgot his wedding anniversary.

His wife told him "Tomorrow there better be something in the driveway for me that goes zero to 200 in 2 seconds flat."

The next morning the wife found a small package in the driveway. 

She opened it and found a brand new bathroom scale.

Funeral arrangements for the husband have been set for Saturday.

Perspective??
From Angelo Franco

The Lone Ranger and Tonto stopped in the desert for the night. 

After they got their tent all set up, both men fell sound asleep. 

Some hours later, Tonto wakes the Lone Ranger and says, "Kemo Sabe, look towards sky, what you see?" 

The Lone Ranger replies, "I see millions of stars."

"What that tell you?" asked Tonto. 

The Lone Ranger ponders for a minute then says, 
"Astronomically speaking, it tells me there are millions of galaxies and potentially billions of planets.

Astrologically, it tells me that Saturn is in Leo.
Time wise, it appears to be approximately a quarter past three in the morning. 
Theologically, it's evident the Lord is all-powerful and we are small and insignificant. 
Meteorologically, it seems we will have a beautiful day tomorrow”.
“What's it tell you, Tonto?”
Tonto is silent for a moment, and then says, “Kemo Sabe, you dumber than buffalo shit.” 
“It means someone stole the tent”.

The 9690 Family Cookbook
*******************************
The Hawkesbury Rotary Club is selling a new District Cookbook. The cover is water resistant. The book lies flat when open. There are almost 160 pages of recipes, including one from DGN Harley Tarrant

(Contact Marilyn Mercer, President, Rotary Club of Hawkesbury)   mmm@myisp.net.au
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Harley’s Recipe is reproduced in the next column.


Recipe for Marinade Har Lee 
(For barbequing steak) 
Ingredients:

½ cup oil (peanut or canola)

½ cup beer

2 cloves garlic

1 onion

2 tbs
soy sauce

1 tbs
hoi sin sauce

1 tbs
black bean sauce

1 tbs sweet chilli sauce

Ground pepper

1 tsp 
five spice powder

Note:  Vary quantities according to number of steaks.  The quantities listed will marinate 8-10 steaks. 

Method:
Pour oil and beer into a marinade container or baking dish.

Add the sauces and stir to blend.

Crush garlic and slice onion into rings and add to marinade.

Sprinkle with five spice powder and ground pepper.

Add meat and marinate overnight turning a few times.

Drink the rest of the opened beer.
Variation:

Add a teaspoon of mustard and a teaspoon of honey

When I first started to cook I decided to venture into Asian-style cuisine as my wife, Megan, was such an excellent cook of Australian-style food.  We have always been fans of the BBQ and have always used a wood-burning BBQ for that wonderful smoky taste.

The marinade is my own recipe and is my favourite for BBQ steak.  The two key ingredients are the beer which is much better in this type of marinade than wine and the five spice powder which gives it a true Chinese taste and bouquet.  We normally use Scotch fillet cut about 2cm thick but any cut of steak can be used.  When cooking the meat pour some of the marinade on the steak as it is turned. 
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