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August is Membership and Extension Month
President George’s Chit Chat

********************************
Tonight we welcome the Rotarians from Burwood and Concord Rotary Clubs along with their partners. We also welcome our Rotarian Guest Speakers. It has been quite some time since we have had a joint meeting of our Clubs and this Rotary information night is a fitting occasion and I'm sure that a good night will be had by all.  Our thanks to Assistant District Governor Peter Davidson for arranging the evening.

Last weeks talk by Gary Blaschke and Jenny Maddox on 'No Port Enfield' was certainly well researched.  Perhaps controversial to some but none the less of great interest to local residents.   Some of the quoted figures were rather alarming.  It was good to see a good roll up for the night.  Long may that continue.  For those who did miss the meeting we had a nice letter of thanks from Lilian Pickett. Harry is continuing his recovery.

We have received an invitation from RI President Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammar to attend next years Rotary International Convention in Sweden/Denmark 11-14 June.  Secretary Roger Vince has details.

In his August news letter, District Governor Bill Little has asked for support for the Ranfurly Library. The Ranfurly Library collects second-hand books and distributes them to developing countries as part of a world wide literacy campaign. It operates from the old Callan Park buildings in Rozelle  For several years past 4 or 5 South Strathfield Probus  members have been regular helpers every Thursday with this Library service.

We are encouraged to:

Collect books from Primary School libraries in particular and

Assist with adopting a consignment at $300 to assist with freight (the only expense).

Until next week  - enjoy Rotary
President George.

To-Night’s Guest Speakers
*****************************
Tri-Club Meeting

Rotary Information Night.
· Joy Gillett 
Aust. Rotary Health Research Fund (ARHRF); 
· Terry Davis (Rotary Foundation); and 
· John Hisslop (Child Protection)
Congratulations
*****************************
Birthdays

25/08/2005
Sue Abbott


Angelo Franco

Anniversaries
26/08/2005
Bob & Janet Templeman

Last Week’s Visitors
*****************************
Gary Blaschke’s assistant speaker, Jenny Maddox.
Last Week’s Guest Speaker
*****************************
Paul Giammarco introduced Gary Blaschke to speak to the Club about the "No Port Enfield" movement. Gary grew up in the area and runs a local sign writing business. The plan to build an ‘Inter-Modal’ facility at Enfield has now reached its fourth proposal, the previous three having been found to be not in accordance with the requirements of all parties. Gary showed a video outlining the problems associated with the proposal including increased rail & road traffic, increased environmental effects and lack of planning for NSW as a whole. Included in the video was the head of a Government Inquiry into the latest proposal, Milton Morris. Morris found that the proposal was still lacking in its attempts to address all the concerns of the parties involved.
Gary’s assistant speaker, Jenny Maddox, outlined the above average, poor health effects on the surrounding suburbs from the existing facility as well as concerns for the increased effects from an expansion to an Inter-modal facility. Although the proposal is still on ‘hold’, both Gary and Jenny warned that the pressure to build the new facility was very strong. Gary and Jenny were thanked by Joe Campisi on behalf of the Club.
Last Week’s Announcements

******************************
From President George Hallworth:-

· Outline of events from other Clubs in the District. (See Coming Events column)

· Rotary Club of Hawkesbury putting together a District Family Cookbook. They want recipes sent to PO Box 274 Richmond 2753
· The Trivia Night raised $3500 for the Club and $400 for the Meriden Interact Club. Special thanks to George Helou for great support for the Lucky Dip.
· The winner of the Trivia Night was Harley Tarrant and his ‘Brains Trust’ who beat the Meldrum table in a play-out.

· Board meeting after the night’s meeting.
From Secretary Roger Vince:-

· Letter from Harry & Lilian Pickett thanking the Club for their support during Harry’s operation.
From President-Elect Rod McDougall:-

· Attended President’s meeting last Friday at Penrith Panthers.
· District Conference speakers will include Ken Moroney and Jeff Kennett.

· The Breakfast for RI went well and the NSW Govt. is supporting the bid for the RI World Convention in 2012
· The Rotary Promotional Motor-home for the Rotary Health Research Fund will soon be in Sydney.
From Niall King:-

· Strathfield was represented at the Italian Connection Golf Day with the Club Sponsorship provided by Kevin Freund.
From Ray Wilson:-

· Strathfield Golf Day 8th September 2005. 12noon for Lunch. All welcome.

From Brian Johnson:-

· Police Officer of the Year Commitment Sheet.

From Allan Petersen:-

· Gave an explanation of the word “LITERATURE” in his Sergeant’s Session.

District 9690 Conference Port Macquarie
April 7th, 8th & 9th 2006. Put this date in your diary. President George Hallworth and Ted Ingall have secured 20 rooms at the “Quality Resort, ‘SAILS’, opposite Panthers Convention Centre.”  Each room is $180 including breakfast, which is $10 cheaper than Crown Plaza Canberra. To secure these rooms, we have to pay one night accommodation ($180 per room). Make your cheques payable to the Rotary Club of Strathfield. Treasurer Bob will accept Plastic. 
There are 4 rooms left, sixteen booked and paid for. Ask Ted for literature about the Port Macquarie Region. Ted also has some enlarged photos of the Group enjoying themselves at Canberra (courtesy of Steve Taylor).Features for attending the Conference:-

· Fellowship

· Support your President

· Four and a half Star accommodation, 3 minutes from conference venue

· Port Macquarie has many places of interest, Make it a holiday

· We need to LOOK, SEE and LISTEN for the organisation of the District Conference for DGN Harley Tarrant.
Raffle

Donors to our Club Raffle:-

· Homebush Newsagency

· Strathfield Plaza Dry Cleaners
· Ozzie’s Restaurant, Spanish Inn
The raffle raised $241.00.

1st prize Richard Horwood
Remote Control Truck
2nd prize Joe Campisi
Big Sister Pudding
3rd prize Keith Stockall
Dinner next week
Statistics 
· $117.65 raised by the Sergeant.

· Present:- 41 Members 

· 9 Apologies

·  2 Non-Apologies


Coming Events

*****************************
Koncert for Northcott

Saturday, 3rd September, 2005.

Members of the Inner Wheel Club of Parramatta are assisting in promotion and the sale of tickets (Please contact Carol Houston)
Dinner with Astronomer Fred Watson
6th September 2005. At Emu Sports Club. 6:30 for 7:00pm. $35pp. Lower Blue Mtns Club
Police Officer of the Year Awards

7th September 2005. at the Golf Club. 

Partners Night
Strathfield Golf Day
8th September 2005. 12noon for Lunch. All welcome.

BBQ at Ashfield Infants Home
10th September 2005. 
9:00am to 12noon & 12noon to 2:00pm
“Menopause” Theatre Night
Tues. 13th September 2005. 

6:30pm @ Star City. $45 pp.

Hawkesbury Charity Race Day
Thurs. 22nd September 2005. Clarendon

Sponsorship/race $3000, 

Supporters Package $100/table.

Liverpool Rum Ball
Fri. 23rd September 2005 Roma Function Centre, Liverpool $120pp.

Strathfield Council Spring Fair 
Strathfield Park on 9th October 2005
Picnic Day to Yarramalong
Sun. 16th October 2005. Ross Brown Estate. 
Open to all Rotarians and friends. 

District Golf Day
20th October 2005. Strathfield Golf Club. 
Open to all Rotarians and friends, 

Contact Ray Wilson.

Pride of Workmanship Awards

Date to be determined in November 2005. Partner’s Night
Family of Rotary Afternoon 
Children’s function on Sunday 3rd December 2005 at the Marconi Club.
Childrens Xmas Party 2005

Wed. 14th Dec. 2005 at the Golf Club.  
Carols by Candlelight 2005

Strathfield Park Saturday 10th December 2005. 
The committee chairman is Keith Byrn. 
Club Christmas Party 

21st December 2005. Strathfield Golf Club.
Partners Night.
!!NOTE CHANGE OF DATE!!
Charity Golf Day
16th February 2006 at Strathfield Golf Club. Organised by Niall King
District 9690 Conference
April 7th, 8th & 9th 2006. Panthers Convention Centre, Port Macquarie.
Ted Ingall is our Club’s Conference Coordinator
Next Rotary Meeting
*****************************
31st August
Job Talks 

· Kevin Beltrame, 

· Brian Johnson and 

· Kevin Freund.
Future Club Meetings

*****************************
7th September
"Police Officer of the Year Awards Night"
14th September
TRANSFERRED TO SOUTH STRATHFIELD BOWLING CLUB*

Myra Sgorbini  

Life Link (Organ Donor)

21st September
Patricia Boggs  

Live Theatre as Entertainment

28th September
Job Talk. Also presentation of trivia night funds to Jennifer Philps from the Children’s Medical Research Institute (CMRI).
5th October
PDG Lloyd Roever


ROMAC Reaching Overseas


Medical Aid for Children 
12th October
Denise Chapman


Epilepsy Association

19th October
Graham Gilmore


Public Trustee

7thDecember
Club elections


TRANSFERRED TO SOUTH STRATHFIELD BOWLING CLUB*
14th December Childrens Xmas Party
21th December
Club Xmas Party (Partners)
* NOTE!! Strathfield Golf Club unavailable

Humour from Our Members

**********************************
The Here After?
From Ray McCluskie
The preacher came to call the other day. He said that, at my age, I should be thinking about the hereafter. I told him I do -- all the time. No matter where I am -- in the bedroom upstairs, in the kitchen or in the garage -- I ask myself, "Now what am I here after?"

Not What I Actually Meant.
From Joe Campisi
I walked into a hair salon with my husband and three kids in tow and asked loudly, "How much do you charge for a shampoo and a blow job?" I turned around and walked back out and never went back. My husband didn't say a word... he knew better.
Melinda Lowe, 39,

An insurance man visited me at home to talk about our mortgage insurance. He was throwing a lot of facts and figures at me, and I wanted to follow as best I could, so I told my 6-year-old son to run and get me a pad. He came back and handed me a Kotex right in front of our guest.
Kathy Newman, 46

I was taking a shower when my 2-year-old son came into the bathroom and wrapped himself in toilet paper. Although he made a mess, he looked adorable, so I ran for my camera and took a few shots. They came out so well that I had copies made and included one with each of our Christmas cards. Days later, a relative called about the picture, laughing hysterically, and suggesting I take a closer look. Puzzled, I stared at the photo and was shocked to discover that in addition to my son, I had captured my reflection in the mirror - wearing nothing but a camera!
Name Withheld

I was at the golf store comparing different kinds of golf balls. I was unhappy with the women's type I had been using. After browsing for several minutes, I was approached by one of the good-looking gentlemen who work at the store. He asked if He could help me. Without thinking, I looked at him and said, "I think I like playing with men's balls."
Colleen Collins, 31 
My sister and I were at the mall and passed by a store that sold a variety of nuts. As we were looking at the display case, the boy behind the counter asked if we needed any help. I replied, "No, I’m just looking at your nuts." My sister started to laugh hysterically, the boy grinned, and I turned beet-red and walked away. To this day, my sister has never let me forget. 
Faye Emerick, 34

While in line at the bank one afternoon, my toddler decided to release some pent-up energy and ran amok. I was finally able to grab hold of her after receiving looks of disgust and annoyance from other patrons. I told her that if she did not start behaving "right now" she would be punished. To my horror, she looked me in the eye and said in a voice just as threatening, "If you don't let me go right now, I will tell Grandma that I saw you kissing Daddy's pee-pee last night!" The silence was deafening after this enlightening exchange. Even the tellers stopped what they were doing. I mustered up the last of my dignity and walked out of the bank with my daughter in tow. The last thing I heard when the door closed behind me were screams of laughter. 
Amy Richardson

Have you ever asked your child a question too many times? My three-year-old son had a lot of problems with potty training and I was on him constantly. One day we stopped at Taco Bell for a quick lunch in between errands. It was very busy, with a full dining room. While enjoying my taco, I smelled something funny, so of course I checked my seven-month-old daughter, and she was clean. Then I realized that Danny had not asked to go potty in a while, so I asked him if he needed to go, and he said "No." I kept thinking, "Oh Lord, that child has had an accident, and I don't have any clothes with me..." Then I said, "Danny, are you SURE you didn't have an accident?" "No," he replied. I just KNEW that he must have had an accident, because the smell was getting worse. Soooooo! I asked one more time, "Danny, did you have an accident?" This time he jumped up, yanked down his pants, bent over and spread his cheeks and yelled. "SEE MOM, IT'S JUST FARTS!!" While 30 people nearly choked to death on their tacos laughing! He calmly pulled up his pants and sat down. An old couple made me feel better by thanking me for the best laugh they'd ever had!
This had most of the state of Michigan laughing for 2 days and a very embarrassed female news anchor who will, in the future, likely think before she speaks. What happens when you predict snow but don't get any.....a true story...We had a female news anchor who, the day after it was supposed to have snowed and didn't, turned to the weatherman and asked: "So Bob, where's that 8 inches you promised me last night?" Not only did HE have to leave the set, but half the crew did too, they were laughing so hard! 
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