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We have had some issues with our District website in recent weeks as a result 

of the domain name expiring. It is a long story, going back to prior to re-

districting, and is still not completely sorted out. As a result, we have 

purchased another domain name and the new website is now: 

www.rotarydistrict9675.org 

We expect that, in due course, you will be able to access the District website    

using either www.rotarydistrict9675.org or www.rotarydistrict9675.org.au 

With only two months left before the end of this Rotary year I would like to encourage all Clubs to make 

their donation to The Rotary Foundation as soon as possible. Please do not leave it until the last few 

weeks. 

This is a very special year in the history of our charity, The Rotary Foundation, and I 

hope that, as a District, we can reach a very high level of donations. TRF has been 

’’Doing Good in the World’’ now for a century, something of which we should all be 

very proud.  

The Polio Eradication Program is getting closer and closer to the last case but there is still much to be 

done to ensure that we finally rid the world of this insidious disease. For that to happen we must 

continue to financially support Polio eradication. Rotary International has been the 

driving force behind eradicating polio for over 30 years and it is critical that we see it 

through to the end. RI President John Germ has asked that all Rotarians consider a 

personal donation this Rotary year and that all clubs make a contribution.  

Cyclone Debbie has caused incredible damage throughout Northern NSW and Queensland, not just to 

property, but also impacting severely on individuals and families. The District Governors of Districts 

9550, 9570, 0600, 9630 and 9640 have set up a RABS (Rotary Australia Benevolent Society) Fund to 

help those affected by this natural disaster. At the recent Committee of the Association meeting it was 

decided to donate $5,000 to the appeal. I encourage all clubs and individuals to be generous in your 

support of our fellow Australians. If you would like to make a donation go to: 

https://donations.rawcs.com.au/Default.aspx?ProjectNo=66&YearRegistered=2016-17. 

RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment) was held recently and was a huge success once again. 

Judith and I were privileged to attend on the Sunday morning. Congratulations to District RYPEN Chair 

Richard Booth and his leadership team. RYPEN is one of the many youth programs supported by Rotary 

that we should all be very proud of.  
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If you are looking for a Rotary speaker for one of your club meetings there is now a list on our District 

website of potential speakers from District Committees that you can invite.  Increasing Rotary 

knowledge and understanding of Rotary and District programs is something we should all be looking to 

achieve. All clubs should be aiming to have Rotary speakers amongst their speaker list at club meetings. 

Following on from that we have recently held two RLI (Rotary Leadership Institute) sessions, one in the 

city and the other at Camden. RLI is an excellent program and I encourage you to consider attending 

when the next session is advertised. It is a great program to increase your Rotary knowledge and 

understanding, and improve your leadership skills. 

If you attended the District Conference you would have noticed the volunteers 

wearing clearly distinguishable vests. I think these vests are a great idea and 

something all clubs might consider purchasing for use when working in our local 

communities. They are highly visible and quite clearly identify the wearer as a 

Rotarian. We should all be aiming to raise awareness of our presence when we 

are working as Rotarians in our communities. If any clubs are interested, we 

might be able to arrange a bulk purchase to reduce costs.  

Also at the District Conference, PDG Bob Aitken, Chair of Graffiti Removal Australia, presented our 

District with a plaque in recognition of the great support by clubs and Rotarians in our District of Graffiti 

Removal Day 2016. Congratulations to all who participated in this great community event.  

PETS 2 (Presidents Elect Training) was 

held at Liverpool Catholic Club on 1st 

April. This was the second training 

session for incoming Presidents and, 

based on the feedback, the day was 

seen as being an excellent program to 

help the Presidents-Elect prepare for 

their year ahead.  

Coming up in a couple of weeks is District Assembly on Saturday 6th May at Greystanes High School. 

District Assembly is a ‘’must attend’’ for all incoming club board members to ensure that you are ready 

and prepared for your role within your club in 2017/2018. Things have changed and continue to change 

in Rotary so please don’t think that just because you may have held a particular position within your 

club previously or for a period of time that you will not learn anything by attending. ‘’I went 10 years 

ago’’ is not the right preparation for the year ahead. I also encourage any and all Rotarians to attend as 

you will most certainly learn more about Rotary to your benefit and the benefit of your club. It is critical 

that all clubs are represented as there will be an important update on insurance matters and child 

protection. 
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In early April Burwood Rotary Club hosted a RAWCS Tribute Night at 

Burwood RSL attended by more than a dozen clubs. Guest speaker DGN 

Brian Coffey gave an inspiring speech about his life in Rotary since he joined 

about 20 years ago. Brian is a humanitarian who has helped may people 

within his local community and the 

international community in the name 

of Rotary. It was great to see that so 

many clubs supported the night, some moving their weekly 

meeting. There is great benefit to all clubs by working with and 

supporting other clubs for large events such as this. Working 

together with other clubs in significant local community events is 

also a ‘’win win’’ for all concerned.  

Don’t forget the NSW Rotary Emergency Services Awards (RESCA) on Friday 4th August. This is a great 

event which recognises the members of the Emergency Services in NSW. Please take the time to read 

the included flyer; please consider submitting a nomination attending the event. 

A recent contact from a family member of a Past District Governor, Edward John Doran, has unearthed 

some incredible history about Rotary’s early days in Sydney. His family has provided a ‘’Objects of 

Rotary’’ certificate which was signed by E.J. Doran during his year as District Governor in 1940/1941. 

Included in this Bulletin is an edited version of his story; the full version will be put on the District 

website. 

Past District Governor Jack Elliott celebrated his 90th birthday on 16th April. Jack 

is an amazing man, still very active in Rotary, and, on behalf of all Rotarians in 

our District, I wish him continued good health and many more birthdays.  

Yours in Rotary serving Humanity, 

Stephen 
Stephen Humphreys 
District Governor 

 

Edward John Doran 

Edward John Doran was born on the 16th of September 1865.  He was the son of 

Irish immigrants, Patrick and Catherine Doran, who had migrated from County 

Carlow and had settled in West Maitland. 

Leaving school at the customary age of 14, he entered the workforce, following his older brother Patrick 

into the State Telegraph Department. Later he went on to become the Tramways Manager, a position he 

held until his retirement in 1930, when he reached the mandatory retirement age of 65. 
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By the time he retired, tramways had increased to 200, and revenue increased from £283,000 to 

£4.5million.  At that time too, Edward declared that the electric tramway system in Sydney was "second 

to none in the world". 

A firm believer in outdoor sport, E.J. Doran was a founding member of two golf clubs.  The first began in 

1897, with a gathering of "golf mad cranks".  This became the "Marrickville Golf Club", playing on a 12 

hole course amid what were then "the estates and grand homes that dotted the hills of Tempe".  It re-

located to Arncliffe in 1907, with a name change to "Bonnie Doon", the name of the grazing property 

the Club purchased.  In 1932, he was a member of a group of golfers who decided to form a Club to play 

on public rather than private courses.  On 8 December 1932 the "Niblick Golf Club" came into being.  It 

was later decided to purchase the lease of some land already planned to be a golf course: this became St 

Michael's Golf Course.   

E.J. Doran was a charter member of the Sydney Club and Governor of District 76 in 1940-41.  (In 1938 

the Rotary Club of Sydney was "making a drive for £40,000 in aid of crippled children, having previously 

raised £15,000 for the same excellent object" - not inconsiderable amounts in a country still recovering 

from the Great Depression.) 

In the August 1939 edition of The Rotarian (p47.), the following appears:   

"Spadeworker. New South Wales is a big place... in these reaches, one man; one Rotarian has done the 

spadework in there establishing 30 Rotary Clubs.  He is Ted Doran, a charter member of the Sydney Club 

and a Special Representative under four district governors.  He surveyed the ground for and supervised 

the establishment of the 30 clubs in seven years." 

One of these Clubs was the Rotary Club of Hurstville.  In September 2016 

John Walsh, a great grandson of E.J. Doran, returned to the club a framed 

certificate for "Service above Self", which had been presented by the Club 

to his great-grandfather.  Past President/Director, Bernie Dolan, advised 

John that "the Rotary Club of Hurstville was chartered on the 2nd 

September 1939 (eve of World War 2).  We were chartered by the Rotary 

Club of Sydney.  E.J. Doran was a founding member of our Club". 

Edward Doran dies on Friday the 3rd October 1942, "at the advanced age of 

77 years".  He was a man devoted both to his family and his community; a 

man of great loyalty, energy and courage - one of those inspiring individuals 

who, when they see a problem, don't rest until they find a solution. 

    * * *      
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RYPEN: COBBITTY – APRIL 2017 

Following a week of rain, Friday 31st March saw the sun break through which coincided with the arrival 

of 50 RYPEN participants at Teen Ranch, Cobbitty, for the first of the 2017 RYPEN events. 

The program had as its theme, "Finding Your Inner Strength”. Through a variety of activities participants 

were encouraged to reflect upon their own values, personal experiences and personal skills. Given the 

diversity of the group there was also the opportunity to learn from one another which has always been a 

feature of the New Generations Program. Following a variety of ice breakers and team discussions the 

lights went out at 10.00pm.  

Saturday’s program involved Sean Redmond, a 

nationally recognised motivational speaker, who 

explored with participants the notion of 

exploring and recognising inner strengths which 

we all have. A panel session involving Sean, 

Najia Turk (a Muslim woman), a Rotarian and 

team leaders, built upon the first session by 

exploring the concept of resilience and building 

emotional intelligence which includes a capacity 

for self-awareness, the ability to self-regulate, 

the aptitude for building rapport with others 

and the empathy and imagination which 

enables you to walk in someone else’s shoes.  

The session gave voice to the variety of issues from the point of view of the young people present. 

Each session was followed by team discussion and reflection with team leaders. These leaders were all 

ex-RYLARIANS co-ordinated by two Rotarians, Jill Kelly and Emily O’Brien. 
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The afternoon session included outdoor activities run by qualified Teen Ranch 

instructors (High Ropes and a Challenge Course). 

Following the game of “Hungry Hippos”(which involved padded skate boards, 

washing baskets and 500 coloured play balls the group departed for a night 

walk and a marshmallow fuelled campfire. A high light was a bird’s eye view of 

the Camden Show fireworks. 

 

Given the range of words and concepts that 

each group had built as word walls in the 

recreation hall, Sunday was the opportunity to 

choose words of impact to add to an expressive 

morning working with paint, tape and a canvas 

as each participant worked on an individual art 

work reflecting their key word choice. This 

session was facilitated by Freya Jobbins, a local 

artist. 

 

Around 36 Rotarians and family joined the participants for lunch along with DG 

Stephen and Judith and DGE Stephen and Jane.  

DG Stephen concluded the program; thanking Team Leaders (Craig Miller, 

Mikaela Cox, Taylah Plataniotis and William Michael) Certificates were presented 

to all participants. 

A full pictorial snapshot is available on Facebook D9675. 
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PDG Jack Elliott OAM 

Jack, a well-known name in Rotary circles since joining the Rotary Club of 

Parramatta in 1978, served as Director, Secretary, Treasurer and President 

1984-85.  

In 1992, Jack as DG representative formed the Rotary Club of Parramatta 

Daybreak and continues to be an active member within the Club. He is regarded 

by Daybreakers as the ‘Father’ of Parramatta Daybreak, and has held a number 

of Director positions, including President 2014-15. Jack’s outstanding 

service to club, community and district has been recognised with a 

three sapphire Paul Harris Fellow. 

He held the position of District Governor 9690 in 1997-98. Being a committed and active Rotarian, Jack 

served on many District 9690 committees as Chairs of Youth Exchange Program 1990-92, the 2005 

Rotary Centenary Planning Committee, PACE Program and District Grants Committee, in addition to 

serving on the District Training Committee, DG’s Advisory Committee and Growth Committee.  

Jack has been involved with Rotary Australia World Community Service and Donations In Kind. He 

retired from the position of Treasurer of RAWCS in 2016, having held the position over ten years, 

working tirelessly to assist Rotarians to facilitate and establish much needed projects in developing 

countries. A much respected and special Rotarian, Jack goes that extra mile and gives the majority of his 

time to Rotary with an endless commitment to ‘Service Above Self’. On 9th November 2014, at the 

Eastern Region RAWCS weekend at Wentworth Falls, Chairman John Roberson awarded PDG Jack Elliott 

with the RAWCS Humanitarian Award.  

Through his philosophy of giving people a start, changing the lives of people in need, and channelling 

peoples’ skills, Jack Elliott, a long standing Rotarian continues to be an active volunteer and mentor 

serving humanity through Rotary. 

* * * 
 

 

 

 

 

New Member Nights 
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NEW MEMBER NIGHTS 
 

New members are invited to attend one of the following sessions.  Numbers will be limited to 
one (1) mentor and new member for each club. 
 

ROTARY – MyJOURNEY – MyROTARY 
Time - 6 00 SHARP to 9 00pm 
A light meal will be provided 

 

Venues – choose one only 
 

18 May 2017 – RSVP 15 May 2017 

City Venue - Sydney City Fire Station 

Phone: 02 9265 2799 

Details are as follows: 

http://www.fire.nsw.gov.au/station_details.php?id=73 

 

OR 
 

25 May, 2017 – RSVP 23 May 2017 

Venue – RDU Parramatta 

Level 3, 43 Hunter Street, Parramatta 2150 

 
This will be an interactive session focusing on the following Take Away Messages… 

 Engagement, fun, fellowship, feeling valued and welcomed 

 Involvement in your Club – OK level – are you happy and comfortable 

 Feeling engaged, involved, welcome and not alone 

 Confident to ask Questions rather than being accepting 

 Mentor – partnership – is this relationship happening/working 

 MyRotary – introduction – are you registered, are you using it? 

 
PLEASE RSVP including any dietary to EITHER 

 
SYDNEY CITY – dothennessy@gmail.com 

 

PARRAMATTA - chris.evans@1earth.net 
 

ACT NOW…EACH VENUE LIMITED TO 20 PARTICIPANTS 
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EndTrachoma 2020 
  
With incoming Rotary International President Ian Riseley being very 
supportive of this initiative, we have an opportunity to join together 
for a worthwhile project on our own land. We can end this avoidable 
blindness and improve the health and well-being of our least 
advantaged Australians in many other ways. We can do something 
remarkable to commemorate 100 years of Rotary in Australia.  
 
To find out more visit: www.endtrachoma2020.org.au or www.facebook.com/endtrachoma2020 

 

 * * * 
 

 

 
 

 * * * 
 

Some important dates for your diaries: 
Date Event 
6 May 2017 (Sat) District Assembly – Greystanes High School 
20 May 2017 (Sat) Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA) - Parliament House, Sydney 
26 May 2017 (Fri) Presidents’ Meeting – Liverpool Catholic Club 
10 – 14 June 2017 Rotary International Convention – Atlanta 
2 July 2017 (Sun) District Changeover – (12 noon) St George Motor Boat Club  
4 August 2017 Rotary Emergency Service Community Awards (RESCA) – Bankstown Sports Club 

 

 * * * 
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Please click HERE to view the latest  

‘Rotary On The Move’ Newsletter for April 2017. 

Detective Sergeant John Pollock from 

Ashfield Local Area Command was the 

recipient of the  

Rotary Club of Campsie’s  

2017 Police Officer of the Year Award 

http://www.endtrachoma2020.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/endtrachoma2020
http://www.rotaryclubofmiltonulladulla.org.au/bulletins/2016-17/2017-04%20Rotary%20on%20the%20Move%20Newsletter%20Zone%207B%20and%208.pdf
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